42    FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

Government, Hayes Fisher, a former Tory Minister and a very able
debater, who could hit hard, and Lord Midleton, better known as
St. John Brodrick, a former Secretary of State for War. He was a
strange man with very little sense of humour. I met him one day
coming out of the County Hall looking distressed, and I asked him
if anything was wrong. "Oh, yes," he said, "I have lost my
umbrella." Holding up the one I held in my hand I said humor-
ously, "Is this it by any chance." He examined it suspiciously and
replied in the negative. "Ah," I said, "that's the danger of belong-
ing to a Socialist body like the L.G.C. Most members regard
umbrellas as articles to be owned in common." "Oh," he said,
looking worried, "do they really regard them in that way ?" And
without a smile he apparently swallowed my statement.

McKinnon Wood was a doughty leader and scored a great
debating success on the presentation of the annual estimates, when
he exposed how baseless was the suggestion that the finances of the
Council were irregular. But he wasn't to remain long with us,-
as in due course he resigned the leadership and concentrated on
his work at the House of Commons. He by no means fulfilled the
success there that his work at the L.C.C. seemed to promise. He
was excellent in a business discussion and the analysis of figures -
but not so good in the cut and thrust of debate. He was succeeded
by Sir John Benn, an interesting character, Benn had a great
sense of the dramatic. At one time in his early days he had done
lightning sketches, and at his home on Blackheath he had built a
miniature theatre where he used to put on plays with the help of
his family, always playing an important part in them himself. His
two sons have won distinction in public .life in opposite directions.
The elder, Ernest, is the champion of individualism and the defender
of capitalism, and with a healthy suspicion of State interference in
any form or shape. The younger, Wedgwood Benn, was first a
Liberal M.P.: he later joined the Labour Party, becoming Secretary
of State for India in the second Labour Government: he was made
a peer and became Secretary of State for Air and an advocate of
Socialism. Both have inherited their father's gift of speech and
both claim to be heirs of his political faith. That is only by the
way. John Benn, as leader of the Progressives, put great punch
into the debates, while his sense of the dramatic provoked con-
troversy. His special child was the tramways which he had
played a big part in persuading the Council to take over from the
companies and electrify. The London trams were run on the
conduit system but the Municipal Reformers, in their effort to
discredit everything done by their predecessors, condemned the
system as extravagant, and experimented in a stud system which
they claimed was cheaper and equally effective. Unfortunately,